
 

Practice Academic Conversations 
 

Have a paired academic conversation with a partner about the text. Use the initiators or generate your own. Use the symbols 
on the handout and try to use the sentence frames. You can use the given prompts or come up with your own. 

 
Language Arts  

Identity  
Excerpt of poem by Julio Noboa Polanco 

 
Let them be as flowers, 

always watered, fed, guarded, admired, 
but harnessed to a pot of dirt. 

 
I’d rather be a tall, ugly weed, 
clinging on cliffs, like an eagle 

wind-wavering above high, jagged rocks. 
 

I'd rather be unseen, and if 
then shunned by everyone, 

than to be a pleasant-smelling flower, 
growing in clusters in the fertile valley, 

where they're praised, handled, and plucked 
by greedy, human hands. 

 
I'd rather smell of musty, green stench 

than of sweet, fragrant lilac. 
If I could stand alone, strong and free,  

I'd rather be a tall, ugly weed. 
 
Possible conversation initiators: 
   - Why did the author write this? 
    -  What does this poem try to teach us? 

History 
 
Fischer showed that Revere was not such a solitary hero. 
Instead, he was part of an intricate web of patriots who rode 
horses, rang bells, and shot guns to sound the warning. 
Fischer’s book was so popular that textbook writers had to deal 
with this new information: Revere was not alone, they now 
admit — William Dawes (and sometimes Samuel Prescott) 
rode as well. They water down the legend, but they do not 
embrace the real impact of Fischer’s findings: the mobilization 
of April 18-19, 1775, was a truly collaborative effort involving 
an entire population.  

Maier uncovered ninety state and local “declarations of 
independence” that preceded the congressional document. The 
consequence of this historical tidbit is profound: Jefferson was 
not a lonely genius conjuring his notions from the ether; he was 
part of a nation-wide conversation. Again, textbook writers 
have watered down the legend while missing the main point. 
While many textbooks now state that Jefferson was part of a 
five-man congressional committee, but do not mention a word 
of those ninety documents produced in less famous chambers. 

Possible conversation initiators: 
    - Why do these myths persist? 
    - Some say these myths are harmless — what damage can 

they do? 
Math 
 
The manager at the bank lost track of the total original 
investments that five people deposited into the bank. Figure out 
the original deposit for each of these customers (John, Noah, 
Jordan, Nicole, and Daniel). All of the accounts are paid simple 
annual interest. 
 
1.  Noah and Nicole deposited a total of $33,500 into two 
accounts. One account is paying 7.92% and the other is paying 
5.72% simple interest. In one year, the annual simple interest 
will be $2,323.20 for both accounts. 
 
2.  Jordan will earn $691.05 less simple annual interest than 
Daniel. Jordan's annual interest rate is 5.61%. 
 
3. Daniel's account, which pays 6.21%, will earn $624.50 more 
in simple interest than the simple interest earned in one year by 
John's account. John has an account that pays 6.16% annual 
interest. Daniel and John originally deposited $24,000 
altogether. 
 
Possible conversation initiators: 
    - How many ways can we solve this?  
    - What is the easiest/best way to solve this? 
    - How can we clearly explain to others how to solve this? 

Science 
 
Doctors first noticed antibiotic resistance more than a decade 
ago when children with middle ear infections stopped 
responding to them. Penicillin as a treatment for strep has also 
become increasingly less effective. And a recently discovered 
strain of staph bacteria does not respond to antibiotic 
treatments at all, leading medical analysts to worry that certain 
“super bugs” could emerge that are resistant to even the most 
potent drugs, rendering some infections incurable.  
 
One large part of the problem, according to the CDC, is the 
tendency for people to take antibiotics to fight viruses, which 
they cannot do. Antibiotics fight bacteria, not viruses, and will 
not fight colds, flu, bronchitis, runny noses, or sore throats that 
are not due to strep. Nonetheless, says CDC, “more than 10 
million courses of antibiotics are prescribed each year for viral 
conditions that do not benefit from antibiotics.”  
 
Possible conversation initiators: 
 
- Does this issue matter? If so, what do we do? 
- Why does resistance happen?   
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